222                   REGENERATION
Then our conversation turned to the matter of the resignation of certain Officers of the Army which had caused some passing public remark.
* We have an old saying here/ he said, with some humour, ' that we do not often lose any one whom we very much desire to keep.5
I pointed out that I had heard allegations made to the effect that the Army Officers were badly paid, hardly treated, and, when they proved of no more use, let go to find a living as best they could.
He replied that, as to the matter of money, the Army had established a Pension fund in all the Western countries, which now amounts to a large total. In this country the sum was about ^"44,000, and during 1909 about ^1,800 had been paid here in pensions. This, however, was only a beginning, but he thought that the effort was being made on the right lines, and that, notwithstanding their poverty, a really adequate Pension fund would be built up in due course.
Then of a sudden he became eloquent. He said he admitted that the Army had little to offer. Those who came into its service knew that this was so; that they had no hope of temporal reward; that thenceforth the great feature of their life and work *:vas that it must be filled with labour and self-denial. The whole business of helping and saving our fellow-creatures was